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There was once a king who built himself a palace. He brought in two men and ordered them to decorate it. He divided the palace into two sections, such that one half would be the responsibility of the first to decorate, and the other half the responsibility of the second. He set a date by which they would need to complete their work—and the two workers departed.
Now one man labored away, industrially teaching himself the arts of drawing and sculpting until he mastered them—decorating the half that was his responsibility with wondrous beauty. He drew animals and birds—all sorts of things—in truly amazing form.
However, the second man paid no attention to the king's command and did nothing at all.
As the completion date drew near, the first had already finished his work doing a beautiful job. His painting was amazing. And now the second man began to think, brooding that he had wasted his time on foolery, and hadn't paid any attention to the king's command. He began to think about what he could do, for surely in the few days still left to him, he wouldn't have time to teach himself the decorative arts, let alone complete his half in the remaining time. For it was already very close to the assigned completion date.
He gathered his thoughts and plastered over his entire portion with a certain type of paste. He plastered over all the walls with black plaster and decided to continue thus over his entire half [of the palace] plastering and painting. Now the plaster was just like a mirror, you could see yourself in it just like in a mirror. So he went and hung a curtain in front of his half, in order to separate it from the half of the other man.
And when the day appointed by the king arrived, the king came to view the fruits of the work that they had done over the previous days. He saw the first section—covered with beautiful drawings, wondrous all—birds, etc.—all done in wondrous fashion. But covering the other side was a curtain, behind it only darkness—you couldn't see anything at all there. Then the second man drew the curtain back just as the sun rose and all the wondrous drawings were illuminated in his section as well—for the plaster was just like a mirror. 
So all the painted birds in the first section and all the other wondrous drawings, all of them could be seen in his section. Everything that the king saw in the first half could also be seen in his half. But even more—all the furnishings and furniture that the king had placed in the palace could also be seen in that second half. And everything that the king desired to add to the palace—more delightful furnishings--could also be seen in the second half. And this found favor with the king.

